WILLIAM   TAYLOR








BRIEF   BIOGRAPHY








Born, Lower Hutt, New Zealand, 1938.  


Educated at a variety of schools. Left school at age 16 to work in a bank. 


Trained as a primary school teacher at Christchurch Teachers’ College, 1957-58, and taught 1959-85, finishing his teaching career as Principal, Ohakune School, concurrently serving three terms as Mayor of the Borough of Ohakune.   





Married 1965; divorced 1976. Two sons, Robin and Julian; one grandson, James.  (Raised sons as solo parent from 1975.)





Full time writer for children and young adults since 1985.  





Taylor lives today in an isolated and very beautiful spot at Raurimu, near Mount Ruapehu in the mountainous central North Island of NZ. He enjoys a wide variety of interests:  music, books, gardening, skiing, hunting. Additionally he is active in the AFS organisation and has enjoyed being host ‘father’ to several exchange students.





With over 30 novels for children and young adults since 1981, Taylor is one of New Zealand’s most prolific and popular writers with a significant body of his work published internationally, often in translation, with wide critical acclaim. His humorous fiction for 10-12 year olds includes Agnes the Sheep, now considered by the National Library of New Zealand as a ‘classic’ book for the young.   





Taylor’s more reflective young adult fiction has touched on issues seldom addressed in NZ writing for the young, e.g. the widely acclaimed The Blue Lawn and Jerome. He couples his writing with extensive travel throughout the nation (and frequently abroad) speaking in schools and libraries and at festivals, touching the lives of thousands of young people annually. The Books in Homes Foundation makes regular use of his services.  





Since 2001, Taylor has served as national president of the New Zealand Society of Authors (PEN NZ Inc).





A very full reference (including much information Taylor did not even know about himself and his work) may be found in ‘Something About the Author,’ Vol 113 (Gale Group, Chicago USA). See also NZ Book Council website. Numerous other references exist. although Taylor considers his body of work speaks for himself and about himself.
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WILLIAM    TAYLOR





BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS








Pack Up Pick Up and Off


Wellington NZ, Price Milburn, 1981  


Auckland NZ, Ashton Scholastic, 1986 


Auckland, Reed Methuen, 1986





Possum Perkins


Auckland, Ashton Scholastic, 1987  


New York, Scholastic Inc, 1987 (as Paradise Lane)


London, Hutchinson, 1987, Beaver Books, 1988 (as Paradise Lane)


Paris, L’Ecole des Loisirs, 1988 (as Princesse)


Copenhagen, Gyldendal, 1989 (as Han Er Min Ven!)


 Stockholm, Raben & Sjogren, 1990 (as Paradisvagen)





My Summer Of The Lions


Auckland, Reed Methuen, 1987 


Melbourne, Penguin, 1988


Copenhagen, Thodes Vorlag, 1987 (as Min Sommer Mid Loverne)





Shooting Through


Auckland, Reed Methuen, 1987  


Melbourne, Penguin, 1988





The Worst Soccer Team Ever 


Auckland, Reed Methuen, 1987  


Melbourne, Penguin, 1989





Break A Leg!


Auckland, Reed Methuen, 1987


Melbourne, Penguin, 1989


.


Making Big Bucks


Auckland, Reed Methuen, 1988


Melbourne, Penguin, 1990





Fast Times At Greenhill High


Auckland, Penguin, 1992


�



I Hate My Brother Maxwell Potter


Auckland, Heinemann Reed, 1989


Sydney, Angus & Robertson, 1989





The Kidnap Of Jessie Parker


Auckland, Heinemann Reed, 1989


Sydney, Angus & Robertson, 1989





Agnes The Sheep


Auckland, Ashton Scholastic, 1990


New York, Scholastic, 1991


London, Andre Deutsch, 1993


London, Hippo, 1997


Milan, Salani, 1997 (as O Che Beeela Eredita)





The Porter Brothers


Auckland, Collins, 1990


Sydney, Angus & Roberston, 1990





Supermum And Spike The Dog


Auckland, HarperCollins, 1992





S.W.A.T.  The Southside War Against Terrorists


Auckland, HarperCollins, 1993





Beth And Bruno


Auckland, Ashton Scholastic, 1992 (as Secret Lives, London, Scholastic 1993)





Knitwits


New York, Scholastic, 1992


Auckland, Ashton Scholastic, 1992


London, Scholastic, 1993; Hippo paperback edition, 1995





Numbskulls


New York, Scholastic, 1995


Auckland, Ashton Scholastic, 1995





Hark


Auckland, Scholastic, 1997





The Blue Lawn


Auckland, HarperCollins, 1994


Los Angeles, Alyson Books, 1998


�



Annie & Co And Marilyn Monroe


Auckland, Penguin, 1995





The Fatz Katz


Auckland, HarperCollins, 1995





The Fatz Twins & The Haunted House


Auckland, HarperCollins, 1996





The Fatz Twins & The Cuckoo In The Nest


Auckland, HarperCollins, 1997





Nick’s Story


Dunedin, NZ, Longacre Press, 1996





Circles


Auckland, Penguin, 1997





At The Big Red Rooster


Collected short stories;  Dunedin, Longacre Press, 1998





Jerome


Dunedin, Longacre Press, 1999


Los Angeles, Alyson Books, 1999





Harry Houdini Wonderdog


Wellington, NZ,  Learning Media, 1999





Hot Mail (co-authored with Tessa Duder) 


Auckland, Penguin, 2000





Crash! The Story Of Poddy


Auckland, Scholastic, 2000





Scarface & The Angel


Dunedin, Longacre Press, 2000





Spider


Dunedin, Longacre Press, 2002





Pebble In A Pool


Los Angeles, Alyson Books, 2003





Albert


Auckland, Penguin (Puffin), 2003


 





Short fiction   


For children and adults in many anthologies, collections and periodicals, worldwide.





Published Lecture: A strange way for an adult male to be making a living


Margaret Mahy Lecture Award, NZ Children’s Book Foundation, Year Book 1998








BOOKS   FOR   ADULTS








Episode


The Mask Of The Clown


The Plekhov Place


The Persimmon Tree


Pieces In A Jigsaw


The Chrysalis


Christchurch NZ, Whitcombe & Tombs;  London, Robert Hale,  1970-76








Burnt Carrots Don’t Have Legs


Non-fiction;  Palmerston North NZ, Dunmore Press, 1976
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WILLIAM   TAYLOR





AWARDS,   FELLOWSHIPS,   GRANTS








Choysa Bursary for Children’s Writers, 1985





Esther Glen Medal, NZ Library Association, 1992 (for Agnes the Sheep)





AIM Senior Fiction Award, NZ, 1995 (for The Blue Lawn)





Margaret Mahy Lecture Award and medal, NZ Children’s Book Foundation, 1998





Premio Andersen, Genoa, Italy, 1998 (for Agnes the Sheep)





Finalist, Lambda Literary Awards, U.S.A., 2000 (For The Blue Lawn)





Finalist, American Library Association, Michael L Printz medal 2000 (The Blue Lawn)





Notable Books for The Teenage, New York Public Library, 2000 (for The Blue Lawn)





Citations, New York Public Library and American Library Association, (for Agnes the Sheep and Knitwits)





White Raven Award, National Youth Library, (in association with UNESCO) Munich, Germany, 2000 (Scarface & the Angel) 2003 (Spider)





Arts Council of New Zealand Toi Aotearoa;  writing grants, 1996 & 1999





Children’s Writing Fellowship, Palmerston North College of Education, NZ, 1992





Children’s Writing Fellowship, Dunedin College of Education, 1998





Writing Fellowship, University of Iowa, International Writing Program, 1996





Chautauqua, New York, USA, Highlights Foundation Children’s Writing Conference, Scholarship, 2000; Guest Faculty, 2003





Guest speaker, USBBY (International Reading Assn conference) San Francisco, 2002





Shortlistings of many titles for various awards, 1982-2001






































