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What Scholastic New Zealand looks for in a manuscript

On the whole we are looking for that certain indefinable something that lifts a story out of the usual. 

Our books must contend with all the other distractions in the lives of our readers – lives that seem to get busier with each new generation – and to achieve this a story must capture its audience from the first page and keep them moving through the story at a reasonably rapid pace. 

Too many issues, too much description of landscape, too little description of place and motivation, a lack of understanding of the characters’ motivation – all can lose the reader’s concentration.

It isn’t essential that the reader totally understands the world of the character(s) from the beginning of the story, and it isn’t essential that they identify with the plight of the main character from the start of the novel, since the idea is that they will by the end of the story. However, it is essential that the reader is considered in the stage–managing of the story, ensuring that they always know where they are in space and time. And, even more importantly, that the reader is delivered safely to the end of the story – maybe with some thought-provoking concepts to ponder on but with a sense of having come to an ending after resolving some issue and learning from the process.

In all stories the emphasis should be on entertaining the reader as a first priority. Following this, and the assumption that there is a story to tell, it is important that the author knows and understands the characters well and avoids portraying these characters as stereotypes. 

These essentials apply to humorous as well as serious novels, though with humorous novels the importance of the ‘issue’ may be minor in the total scheme of things.

With picture books, the same basic rule applies. However, it is accepted that a lot of the stage-managing will be handled by the illustrator, based on the concept supplied by the author.

Guidelines for writers

Picture Books


1. The text, whether fiction or non-fiction, simple or complex in structure, must be able to stand on its own as a worthy piece of literature.

2. The text, fact or fantasy, must withstand a read-aloud test.

3. We are looking for excellent examples of book language. The author should not be bound by vocabulary controls, sentence length, nor the number of words per story.

4. Content, serious or humorous, informative or enjoyable nonsense, should have regard to what is relevant to today’s children but is otherwise left to the author.

5. Predictable structures assist children who are learning to read. We are therefore looking for text using either cyclic, repetitive, cumulative, rhyme & rhythm, interlocking, chronological or familiar sequence structures, or any combination of these.

6. We may wish to make a number of suggestions for changes but always in discussion with the author.

7. We prefer to select the illustrator, in discussion with the author, and will suggest the book design and print styles on all publishing.

Novels

1. For novels we focus only on the quality of the writing and the strength of the storyline.  

2. Restrictions in our market mean we must be aware of issues such as inappropriate language and references to sexual activity or use of drugs.

3. Apart from the two brands listed in (4) below there are no specific word length restrictions. We are interested in all types of topics for junior and senior fiction titles.

4. We have two ‘brands’ for which we aim to publish three-four titles per year. SURVIVE! is an adventure series and MY STORY is a historical series for children. Please request more information on either of these if you are interested.

5. We may wish to make a number of suggestions for changes but always in discussion with the author.

6. We prefer to select the cover design and print styles, also in discussion with the author.

Checklist for submissions

Please submit a clean copy but not the original, printed in 1.5 or double line spacing.

Please number and name each sheet of paper, and if possible provide a word count of your manuscript.
Include a stamped, self-addressed envelope of sufficient size to accommodate your manuscript if you wish it to be returned. 

Include a covering letter with your full name and address, plus telephone number and email address if you have them.

If possible, enclose your manuscript, covering letter and the stamped, self-addressed envelope in a plastic pocket folder to ensure all your work is kept together. Please do not bind manuscripts.

In addition, if you have already had your work reviewed by a publishing consultant or another publishing house, please include their report with your submission, explaining what you have or have not done to address any issues they may have identified in your script.

Post the final package to: The Editor, Scholastic New Zealand Ltd, Private Bag 94407, Greenmount, Auckland 1730. Label the envelope ‘MANUSCRIPT’.

Expect to allow a minimum of 3 months for a decision on your manuscript.

Novels

All novel manuscripts should be typed on A4 paper using 1.5 or double line spacing with margins of at least 3cm on both sides.

Please avoid stapling or binding the pages in any way. A large paper clip, rubber band or bulldog clip to keep the pile of paper together is a good idea. Pages must be numbered.

Should your manuscript be accepted, you would be asked to email or supply the text on computer disk in Microsoft Word format. Please do not include a computer disk at the time of submission.

Picture Books

It’s not necessary to have competed illustrations as part of your submission, however, if you wish to illustrate the work yourself or have a specific illustrator in mind, please include some samples of your/their work with the manuscript. This work does not have to be illustrations for the manuscript, but must be in the medium you wish considered. Please do not submit original artwork. Please also submit the story in manuscript form i.e. typed on A4 paper using double line spacing.

Manuscript Assessors

You will be charged for assessment of your manuscript and not all manuscript assessors are experts in all areas of writing, so you would be wise to check on fee scales and areas of interest prior to sending them your work. The agencies listed here are the only ones recommended to provide you with a high standard of feedback and guidance. They are all members of the NZAMA, an association of professional editors and writers.


Auckland:
Graeme Lay



Write Right



50 Lake Road



Takapuna



Auckland



Email: graemelay@xtra.co.nz  
 www.writerightnz.com


Fiction, young adult fiction, non-fiction esp. travel



Stephen Stratford



Write Right



PO Box 56 112



Dominion Road



Auckland



Email: stephen.stratford@xtra.co.nz
www.writerightnz.com




Fiction and non fiction, both adult and teenage


Northland:
Lesley Marshall



Editline



PO Box 68



Maungatapere



Ph: 09 434 6814



Email: editline@xtra.co.nz


Fiction incl. Romance, non-fiction including theses, family history


Nelson:
Loren Teague



Pen and Ink Services



PO Box 1200





Nelson



Ph/Fax: 03 547 5369



Email: pen-ink@netaccess.co.nz
   www.lorenteague.co.nz


Genre fiction, e-publishing


Christchurch:
Anna Rogers



18 Bletsoe Avenue



Christchurch 2



Ph: 03 960 3044



Email: a.rogers@paradise.net.nz


Fiction, non-fiction (no work for children or young adults)


Wellington:
Fleur Beale



75d Houghton Road

Wellington



Email: fleurbeale@clear.net.nz


Fiction for children and young adults (not picture books or poetry)



Norman Bilbrough



PO Box 28079



Kelburn



Wellington 



Ph (04) 476 5316



Email: norman.b@paradise.net.nz


Work for children, fiction, non-fiction



Barbara Murison



Marigold Enterprises



PO Box 22-180



Khandallah



Wellington



Ph/Fax (04) 479 5538



Email: barabaram@clear.net.nz


Children’s books, young adult, & picture books



Jane Parkin



48 Nevay Road



Seatoun



Wellington



Ph/Fax: (04) 388 4535



Email: janep@paradise.net.nz

Fiction (no work for children or young adults)


          Total Fiction Services

          PO Box 46-031   

Lower Hutt 9315
Ph: (04) 565-4429

                 
          Wellington

   

          Barbara Else

          Email: barbara@elseware.co.nz   www.elseware.co.nz
          Fiction, novels for children



          Chris Else (TFS)



          Email: chris@elseware.co.nz   www.elseware.co.nz
 

          Fiction, non-fiction



          Emma Neale (TFS)



          Email: ejneale@ihug.co.nz


          Fiction including young adult poetry

Literary Agents and Publishing Consultants

You may be asked to pay for the services these agents and consultants offer. We suggest you write to them to discuss what you require and what fees may be involved before sending them your work. These agencies should not be used for assessment of manuscripts prior to publishing. In this instance you are hiring these people to act on your behalf and, should they accept you as a client, they will actively promote your work. For an accurate, impartial assessment of your work, prior to approaching an agent, see the list of manuscript assessors.

Auckland:
Michael Gifkins


PO Box 6496


Auckland


Glenys Bean Literary Agency


PO Box 47-098


Auckland 2


Richards Literary Agency


PO Box 31240


Milford

Dunedin:
Total Fiction Services
PO Box 5522 Moray Place


Dunedin

There may be others in your area that we are not aware of.

Scholastic New Zealand is committed to supporting the wealth of talent in writing and illustration in New Zealand. We hope that we can publish you one day.




