This month, we’ve been talking to . . .

Philip Webb
Born in England, Philip Webb spent his early years in Hong Kong and Kenya before coming to
New Zealand. He has worked for Television New Zealand as graphic designer and as illustrator for
hildren’s programmes, and he now works as a freelance illustrator. Philip studied at Wellington
Polytechnic School of Design.
We asked Philip some questions about herself and his work, and here’s what he said ...
Where were you born?
London, England.
Where do you live now?
Wellington.
Where did you go to school?
Hong Kong, Kenya and Waihi!
Did you have a nickname?
Spider Web.
What were you like in school?
I was really quiet at school.
What was your favourite book growing up?
The Wind in The Willows, The Red Balloon and Big
Tiger and Christian.
Who is your favourite children’s author?
Joy Cowley, John Burningham and Quentin Blake.
What is your favourite food/colour/movie?
My favourite food is Indonesian. My favourite
colour is grey, and my favourite movie is Amelie.
Who inspired you to illustrate?
My parents, and Joy Cowley.
How did you get started? How old were you?
I was 21 when I started illustrating.
Why did you want to be an illustrator?
It happened naturally, as I have always drawn and
art was my best subject at school. Maths was not
my best subject and that ruled out lots of other
things I would have liked to have done.
How do you think up ideas?
The ideas are just there in my subconscious, but

they are inspired by the author’s words in the
story. I have strong memories of my childhood
and have amazing dreams, full of images.
Do you have a special place where you illustrate?
My drawing board. The drawing process goes
hand in hand with my thinking.
What is the best thing about being an illustrator?
Every book is different and a new challenge and
offers a new opportunity to create illustrations
with shape, colour, and tone, and humour or
atmosphere.
Have you had a funny or embarrassing moment as
an illustrator?
Yes; missing essential detail out and being inconsistent. On the occasion I have noticed this at the
printed book stage in spite of going over the artwork again and again looking for mistakes.
What do you do when you are not illustrating?
I read, enjoy cooking, and do lots of walking with
the dog. I love walking on the beach; I find the
motion of the waves and the sound of seagulls
very calming.
What would you have chosen to be if you were not
an illustrator?
A job that involved more travel overseas. Maybe
a job on a ship or in Foreign Affairs.
Which famous person from the past would you like
to talk to?
Mother Theresa.
Philip’s website:
http://wix.com/philipwebb/illustrator
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