
Kimi Kupu/Word Find 
Matariki Around the World

Matariki is acknowledged by cultures all around the world.  
In the list below you will see the name of the star cluster in  

12 different cultures. Circle these words in the puzzle. They may 
run horizontally, vertically or diagonally, forwards or backwards.

Complete the Words
The stars of Matariki are not visible to everyone in Aotearoa. 
Some look to the rising of another star to signal the change of  
season and the beginning of the Māori New Year: a star that  
rises higher in the sky than Matariki so it can be seen in parts  
of the country where Matariki cannot.

Complete the Māori words below using the clues beneath, and 
if correct, the letters that appear in the star shapes will give 
you the name of this single whetū (star). 

Next, rearrange the letters that appear in the circle shapes  to  
give you the season when Matariki occurs.

The single star is

The season Matariki takes
place in is

KARATGURK
(Australia)

MATARIKI
(Cook Islands)

SUBARU
(Japan)

MATARI’I
(Tahiti) 

MAO
(China)

KRITTIKA
(India)

PLEIADES
(Greece)

MAKALI’I
(Hawai’i) 

TIANQUIZTLI
(South America)

ANI’TSUTSA
(North America) 

ISILIMELA
(Africa)

FREYJA’S HENS
(Scandanavia)

1.  _  O U _ _  M _
greenstone

2. K _ _  R _
large native tree

3. _  U _ _  A _  A
also known as a living dinosaur

4. _  O _ _  A
ocean

5. _  H _ _  O
the colour red

6. _  Ā N _  I
traditional Māori oven

7. _ _  I
food

8. K _ _  E
woven basket

9. K _  R _
dog

10. M _ _ _ _  A
good morning

Scan the QR code on the last page for answers.Scan the QR code on the last page for answers. Scan the QR code on the last page for answers.Scan the QR code on the last page for answers.
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